SPOTLIGHT
Terms 1 & 2
2019-2020

What a term it has been! In August we said congratulations and farewell to
the class of 2019 and welcomed our new co-educational intake. Fifteen
weeks have passed and this week we celebrated Christmas with our
students at the Festive Dinner and Quiz.

This term, from September to December has flown by. It’s hard to give a
sense of everything that goes on here in the Sixth Form, but I hope the
following pages will give you a sense of just some of our students’
achievements. We take great pride in what they have achieved and the
range of opportunities on offer here in the Sixth Form.
On behalf of the Sixth Form Team, I would like to wish you all a peaceful, enjoyable
and relaxing Christmas.

STEVE FARR
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

Congratulations to the class of 2019
..who have gone on to
study courses throughout
the UK. Over two thirds
progressed onto Russell
Group universities.
Take a look at the map to see where in the UK
our students are studying!

Welcome to the new Marling Leadership team!
It is with huge pleasure and pride that I thank the outgoing Marling student leadership team for 2019 and welcome the new
team for 2020. The outgoing team have genuinely been one of the finest teams in my time at Marling School and I would like
to personally wish Ciaran, Marc, Ben and Billy all the very best for their futures.
2020 will see the new team take the reins and I am thrilled to announce this year’s team, including Marling’s inaugural Head
Girl, as Joe, Katy, Pablo, Caitlin, Lauren, Miki and Imogen. They have some fantastic ideas for the Sixth Form
and the school as a whole and I very much look forward to working with them over the next 12 months.
MR FARR
HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

THRILL SEEKERS!
Year 12 kick started the year with an action packed trip
to The Bear Grylls Adventure at the
NEC Birmingham.
The trip provided an opportunity for the students to be
challenged beyond the curriculum and
experience activities which pushed them to new heights
(literally!).
The students took part in three activities including:
an assault course, archery and a high ropes course.

Kilve
Geography Field Trip
The year 12 geography students went on a fieldtrip to the Quantock Hills. On the first
day we were up very early and went to the source of the river Holford where we
started at a place called Dead Woman’s Ditch (not as scary as it sounds) and then
walked the entire length of the river. We stopped in the middle course of the river and
collected data on infiltration rates. We then continued on our way to the mouth of the
river at Kilve Beach, about 7km away. We stayed overnight and completed the analysis
of results, the conclusion and evaluation of the investigation. The next day we headed
back to Stroud and collected information looking at the character of Stroud, which
supports one of our A Level topics, Changing Places.
All in all, a great trip was had by all.
MR SMITH
GEOGRAPHY TEACHER

KS5 product design students took part in a product design day at Warwick University in November. They attended five lectures by
experts from a range of design backgrounds, including Wayne Hemingway - Red or Dead founder, Pascal Anson and Graham Potts.
The talks provided an insight into design careers, as well as innovative approaches to design problems which will help them with

their own A level design projects.
MISS LODGE
PRODUCT DESIGN TEACHER

They came away with lots of ideas and useful resources!

Classical Civilisation
In October the Year 12 Classical
Civilisation students enjoyed a
performance of
Julius Caesar at the Cotswold
Playhouse in Stroud.

Gold Duke of Edinburgh
It’s been a great year so far for those students taking part in the Gold D of E !

12 students who graduated in summer have received their awards.
5 year 13s have also received their awards, with more to follow!
SAMUEL SVENSSON

ISAAC POWELL

MAURICE BRISLAND

Congratulations!
TOM WATERWORTH

DANNY GRANT

Physics in Action
Year 12 and 13 physicists attended a day of phenomenal physics at the University of Warwick. The day was made up of five different
sessions, highlighting the breadth of physics through exploration and experimentation. The students also received a talk on how to
ace their physics exams. The talks included: Exploring the invisible universe by Jen Gupta, Institute of Cosmology and Gravitation;
Electrifying the voice by Trevor Cox, University of Salford; The Physics of smart buildings by Ozak Esu, Centre for Smart Homes and
buildings and many more.

Geology visit the

Natural History
Museum
The 6th Form Geology students enjoyed a fabulous day at the Natural History Museum in London.
Dinosaurs were as popular as ever and students enjoyed the earthquake simulation experience.

Linked to our recent studies of igneous processes and mineralogy, students got the opportunity to see some amazing specimens.
Particularly impressive cubes of pyrite were a popular exhibit as were a selection of huge quartz prisms. Having just had a lesson on
igneous intrusions, it was great to see examples of xenolith inclusions in granite and basaltic columnar jointing.
MISS BUTCHER
GEOLOGY TEACHER

Gene Technology Workshop
OXFORD UNIVERSITY
Year 13 Biology students analysed their taste receptors to find out why they don’t like certain foods. The students analysed and
compared their version of a bitter taste receptor gene (their genotype) to their ability to taste PTC (their phenotype), which is
found in a wide variety of foods including cabbage, cottage cheese, coffee, sprouts, coriander and grapefruit. These foods either taste
very bitter or are virtually tasteless, depending on the genetic makeup of the taster.
The students firstly carried out a taste test to determine their phenotype and then isolated their own DNA by taking a swab of their
own cheek cells. They then carried out an experiment to discover their genotype and compared it to their phenotype.

“About 70% of people can taste PTC, which may explain why many don’t like the strong taste of sprouts or coriander. This was a great
opportunity for students to learn about modern molecular biology techniques by using research quality equipment.They finished by
having a really interesting discussion about their results in the context of human evolution.”
DR WARREN
HEAD OF BIOLOGY

Biology in Action
Year 12 and year 13 biologists attended a day of academic lectures at Warwick University. The day consisted of five interactive
sessions delivered by different scientists. The students also received a session on revision tips to exam success. Talks included: The
brave new world of CRISPR gene editing by Matthew Cobb, University of Manchester; How the heart came to be and where's
it going next? By Rohin Francis, University College London Hospital; The future of food by Greg Foot, Science presenter and
communicator and many more.

Bath University Project
Sixty year 12 students completed a practical project in Chemical Engineering. A visiting
speaker started the event, making the case for the need for chemical engineers to
maintain the life style that so many of us enjoy. The speakers from Bath University gave
an insight into how fluid flow and heat transfer characteristics are used to create
artificial blood to grow cells in-vitro. Ben Salisbury MiChemE, from Horizon Nuclear
Power gave an entertaining talk on basic principles of chemical engineering in modern
nuclear reactors.

Chemistry Olympiad
and Cambridge University Chemistry Challenge
Ten year 13 students took part in the Chemistry Olympiad and Cambridge University Chemistry challenge and put their knowledge
to the test against schools and colleges across the UK. A number of students achieved gold medals in both competitions.

Year 12 Freshers Fair
Year 12 students took a look at what opportunities are on offer to them, to

develop a range of skills and achievements as part of The Marling Diamond
programme.
The stalls showcased a number of societies and clubs, staffed by year 13 students
who either run or take part in these clubs themselves.

The activities on offer included :


Debating club



Dissection club



Eco - Society



Geology



INK Magazine



Netball



VetSoc

… and many more!

Senior Team Maths Challenge
A LEVEL MATHEMATICS STUDENTS TOOK PART IN THIS YEAR’S SENIOR TEAM MATHS CHALLENGE
AT WYCLIFFE SCHOOL.

The students took part in a number of activities throughout the day, working together to solve different styles of questions.

First, the students worked together to solve a crossword puzzle. Two pairs sat either side of the teacher who they communicated
through. The communication element of the task was an important, ensuring the students worked together as a team.
The students worked in pairs again for the final activity of the day: a shuttle relay. The answer to each question became the clue for
the following question.
It was great fun and congratulations to everyone involved!

MR JORDAN
MATHEMATICS TEACHER

Inter-School Model
of the United Nations
STUDENTS FROM MARLING SCHOOL TOOK PART IN THE FIRST INTER-SCHOOL MODEL OF
THE UNITED NATIONS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE, ORGANISED BY YEAR 13 STUDENT MARC
BOIXADER-RIERA

One day I realised that I had to do something more than getting my grades. Something
big. Something lasting for Marling School.
My interest in politics inspired me to achieve the first Inter-school model of United
Nations in Gloucestershire.
It took months of preparation and hard work, but the event was a success. The day was
an extraordinary experience, full of emotions as students tried to solve current world
issues.
As Chairman for the event, I was proud to see smiles, laughter and discussion between
the young diplomats. I hope that this event will be the first of many for Marling School.
MARC BOIXADER RIERA
YEAR 13 STUDENT

Marling Hustings
On Friday 8th November, the school held a political hustings, hosting political party
candidates for Stroud. David Drew (Labour candidate), Siobhan Bailey (Conservative
candidate), Desi Latimer (Brexit candidate), Molly Scott-Cato (Green Party candidate)
and Keith Rippington (Liberal Democrats candidate) all made an appearance. The
Stroud candidates had not yet faced each other, so the event was going to prove
interesting!
Year 12 politics students organised the event, which was attended by a mixture of
students from across the school. Each candidate tackled questions from the students,
varying from the purpose of grammar schools, Brexit, tuition fees, climate change and
Boris Johnson’s comments about women. It was a great event and we all felt much
more informed on what to expect in the lead up to the General
Election - we just wish we had the vote!!
ELLIOT BOWKETT
YEAR 12 STUDENT

Student Hustings
SIXTH FORM STUDENTS FROM MARLING AND STROUD HIGH SCHOOL TOOK PART IN A STUDENT HUSTINGS, ORGANISED BY YEAR 13 STUDENT
MARC BOIXADER-RIERA, IN THE RUN UP TO THE GENERAL ELECTION.

Six political parties were represented by a either a year 12 or 13 student, who also made up the audience. The party representatives
tackled questions from the audience about topics which pressed them the most, resulting in an enlightening debate.

The hustings were a huge success! Not only did we get a huge turnout of people but everyone enjoyed the event. The debate was
enthusiastic, all party representatives had good points and the arguing ideas were well thought out. It was entertaining for both the
audience and the speakers. The tech team provided a great range of equipment, which meant we could be heard throughout the
lecture theatre. I believe the event should be repeated in the future.
PRANAV KARTHIKEYAN
YEAR 12 STUDENT

YEAR 12 POLITICS STUDENTS HAVE CREATED A SERIES OF PODCASTS IN THE RUN UP TO THE GENERAL ELECTION

On Thursday 19th November my fellow year 12 politics students and I
aired our first podcast. We discussed the NHS and how it would be
affected by three different political party manifestos: Conservative,
Labour and the Liberal Democrats. Since then we have done another
podcast on Brexit and the reasons for and against a second referendum.
Our most recent podcast debated the reasons for and against enhancing
the democratic system in the UK, for example lowering the voting age
to 16. This is a hot topic amongst the students in school and the county
as the former Stroud MP David Drew believed it should be passed
through Parliament. We also discussed the use of tactical voting in the
December general election.
You can find our Marling Perspective podcast on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts and at tmp.captivate.fm. We have had over 250 downloads
so far! Have a look and follow us! Throughout December we will be
launching our General Election specials. Januarys topics include: Marxist
Principles, Amnesty and political scandals.
LUCY CLARK
YEAR 12 STUDENT

Marling School Netball team spring
onto the scene!
The newly formed year 12 Marling Netball Team have been training hard this term. Beginning their winning
streak against Crypt School with an overall score of 19-9 and then again against Rednock School with a
score of 32-16.
The girls are working hard to ensure this continues and are looking forward to the New Year with more
games and tournaments booked in. The girls look professional in their branded school kit, adding to the
team mentality!
Well done ladies, you should each be proud to be part of the team! Not only do you have the opportunity
to enjoy sport together, but you have become great friends along the way!
MISS TEAGLE - BROWN
NETBALL COACH AND DESIGN TECH TEACHER

Team on Tour!
The Marling 1st 15 rugby team travelled to Plymouth college for the last round
of matches in the NatWest Rugby Bowl Competition.
On a small pitch in wet, windy and muddy conditions, it was the boot of fly half
Danny Grant and the determination of the team that saw us through to the
quarters. The quarter final draw saw us play away again, this time in Brighton
against Worthing College. After another early start the team fought well, but
unfortunately we could not control the game and Worthing took the lead. The
final score of 40-10 did not reflect the match or the determination of our young
squad to keep pushing to the end.
We thank the year 13s who are leaving the squad this year, for their service and
commitment but most importantly for being mentors to the year 11 members of
the team.
MR WILSON
RUGBY COACH AND SPORTS TEACHER

‘Tis the season
AS CHRISTMAS APPROACHES, THE SIXTH FORMERS
HAVE BEEN GETTING INTO THE FESTIVE SPIRIT

Year 12’s took part in a ‘Christmas
Taskmaster’ competing against each
other in a range of different challenges.
These included: writing a Christmas
poem; recreating the flying scene from
‘The Snowman’; throwing snowballs
(cotton wool) into a cup and styling each
other into Rudolph the red nose
reindeer!
Sixth Formers took part in a
Christmas Quiz and enjoyed a
Christmas dinner!

THE WINNING TEAM, ’THE GINGERBREAD GIRLS’

Marling Christmas Concert
The Marling Christmas concert, as ever, was a fantastic affair.
There was an eclectic range of performances and the night
was packed with festive excitement and good will. The night
began with a joyous rendition of ‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing’,
followed by a range of musical pieces by Mozart, Debussy and
a peek at the music from the upcoming school production of
‘Oliver Twist!’. Marling’s first ever girls choir also took to the
stage. The night came to an end with an unforgettable
performance from the Marling Big Band. The audience could
not contain themselves from kicking back their chairs and
dancing! We thank the head of music at Marling, Mr Godfree,
for putting on this sensational event, and those other
individuals who contributed to the night.
RAPHAEL MORTER
Merry Christmas!
YEAR 13 STUDENT

BAFTA
My Life: Blood Sugar Brothers
CONGRATULATIONS TO BILLY ARTHUR WHO WAS NOMINATED FOR A BAFTA FOR HIS
DOCUMENTARY ‘MY LIFE: BLOOD SUGAR BROTHERS’ AIRED ON CBBC

Billy’s documentary gives an insight into the life of his little brother living with
type 1 diabetes. After commission was granted by CBBC the pair travelled to
India, where the highest number of children with type 1 diabetes live in the
world. Billy captured their adventures and the hearts of CBBC viewers, winning
‘The Best Children’s Programme (School Age)’ at the RTS NW Awards. Although
Billy did not win the BAFTA for his documentary, he had an amazing experience
at the event, surrounded by other filmmakers of the future.

